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From the CEO

Don’t know about you but I love winter. Crisp mornings, fresh air, curried sausages,
lamb shanks, minestrone soup… on second thoughts maybe I should have opened
with “Don’t know about you but I love the food of winter”!
Winter does have one unwelcome companion – winter heating bills. This year
SouthEast members’ “bill pain” should be mitigated by the solar panel systems atop
their roofs. As I write this the solar project is being completed. 162 installations in
total with a collective generating capacity of almost 500 kilowatts of energy.
Whichever way it’s viewed, this project has been a great success. It has been
completed on time and under budget, and has exceeded its original goals both in
terms of numbers of installations (162 versus 148) and generating capacity (403kW
versus 492kW). Perhaps most pleasingly it has been completed in conjunction with
our good friends at United Housing Co-operative based in Yarraville. This project has
facilitated the co-operative goal of “co-operation amongst co-operatives” perhaps
more than any before it, and I thank United’s CEO Peter Sibly and his staff for the
assistance and co-operation they have afforded SouthEast over the course of the last
twelve months. Hopefully we find new and innovative ways to work with United and
other co-operatives to enhance the lives of our members, and to ensure that more
people benefit from being part of the co-operative movement…
In the meantime there are sausages to be curried. Stay warm everyone!
Steven Morrissey, CEO.
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Family Violence – Doing Our Part
SouthEast owns and manages four units dedicated to providing secure affordable long
term housing for families experiencing domestic violence. SouthEast does this in
partnership with support agencies such as WAYSS Ltd. Housing and Support Services. For
those who are affected by family violence and need help there are many supports
available, and a good starting point is the Domestic Violence Resource Centre Victoria
website at http://www.dvrcv.org.au/. This site has links to a number of technology
resources designed to assist family violence victims.
SouthEast has drafted a Family Violence – Doing Our Part, policy and procedure which will
soon be available on the SouthEast website at www.sehc.org.au.
If you are in need of assistance you may go to the WAYSS website at
www.wayssltd.org.au/where-find-us/contact-us where you will find contact details for all
WAYSS service locations.
The Dandenong office number is 9791 6111 and the afterhours number is 1800 627
727 (St Kilda Crisis Centre)

Lessons and Tips for Working with Women.
Source: Domestic Violence & Incest Resource Centre, 101 Ways Great & Small to Prevent Family
Violence

•

The voices, knowledge and expertise of survivors are an important part of family
violence prevention work, in research, community education and advocacy.

•

Understand women’s reality, why women stay, how they manage to leave.

•

Support community awareness work that increases women’s empowerment
through informing and empowering friends, family and neighbours to assist.

•

Programs must challenge gender stereotypes.

•

Increase support for women survivors, both short and long term.

•

Programs must work towards women’s and girls’ equality.

•

Empowerment programs for girls can include self-defence, legal rights, leadership
programs and sport.

•

Gender specialist agencies have a vital role to play in family violence reduction.

•

Workplace family violence prevention strategies are an important area of focus.

•

Work within a framework that acknowledges power, gender, women’s and
children’s rights, child abuse, and legal issues in relation to family violence.
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Members Contributions - Solar energy win for renter

Sun shining on low-income tenants
The following article appeared in the Maroondah Leader newspaper on June 4th. It
features the experiences of a well-known SouthEast member, and was written in
response to a request from our CEO by Community Housing Industry Association’s Media
& Communications Manager Kate Robertson.
Few renters would expect their landlord to install solar power for their benefit but
SouthEast Housing Cooperative Ltd is doing just that.
Andrew Phillips (not his real name) is the sole community housing resident in a small
block of two-bedroom units in Croydon, yet his is the only home sporting solar panels.
‘My owner occupier neighbours are jealous,’ Andrew says.
Andrew’s home is one of the 162 properties managed by SouthEast that have had solar
panels installed with the support of the Victorian Property Fund’s Environmentally
Sustainable Housing Funding round.
Andrew’s panels were installed in August last year and the impact was instant, despite his
power company taking until February 2019 to begin crediting him with a feedback tariff
for the energy his home was generating in excess of his usage.
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‘But I noticed a difference in my bills immediately,’ Andrew says, with his bills dropping
from an average of $5 a day to $3 a day.
Andrew says he was pleased SouthEast took advantage of the opportunity to reduce the
energy consumption of their properties from an environmental, as well as financial, point
of view.
‘I am really happy to be part of the bigger environment picture and I think this is
something that should be rolled out to throughout the country.’
SouthEast’s CEO, Steven Morrissey, says his organisation leapt at the opportunity to apply
for the VPF funding.
‘Our cooperative is all about housing and helping people on low incomes, and this is
another way of making a difference.’
The initiative will reduce the cooperative’s carbon emissions by almost 1,000 tonnes a
year and provide savings to the membership of between $118,000 and $202,000 per
annum.

Celia Walsh Writes
Calling all knitters

VOLUNTEER KNITTERS WANTED!
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DO YOU ENJOY KNITTING, MEETING NEW PEOPLE AND WANT TO HELP
OTHERS FEEL AT HOME? WHERE LOCALS & NEWCOMERS CAN COME
TOGETHER SHARE A CUPPA AND KNIT, AND SO GET IN TOUCH!

Knit for community, beanies, scarves, mittens

Free wool free patterns. BYO needles. Join the fun on Tues
mornings 10.00 to 12.00. Noble Park community Centre, 03
9547 5801. Ross Reserve, Memorial Drive, Noble Park.
Opposite the aquatic pool. Also, depot for KOGO items.
Contact Cecelia Walsh on 0422 970 518.
How to make a meter reconfiguration claim

If you have recently had solar panels installed you will be
charged by your energy provider for the meter
reconfiguration. SouthEast will reimburse these charges.
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In order for a payment to made direct to you, the tenant,
please also provide your bank account details including your
bank BSB number.
Please send a copy of your electricity account showing the
charge and your name and the property address to
SouthEast Housing Cooperative Ltd., PO Box, 7141
Dandenong, 3175 or send by SMS or email to
dale.carroll@sehc.org.au.
As a note of caution please do not provide your bank details
to anyone you can’t verify who rings or calls at your
residence.
In Memoriam with Permission
It is with a deep sadness that we mention the loss of our well liked and respected member
Jane Wheelahan who passed away on the last day of May this year. Our sincere
condolences to family and friends from the Board, staff and all SouthEast members.

A smile for all, a heart of gold
The very best the world could hold
Those we love don't go away
They walk beside us every day
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Community Engagement – The National Disability
Insurance Scheme (NDIS)
Under the NDIS Social Housing tenants with disabilities are now encouraged to seek
providers who are best able to meet their needs. One such provider is Life Without
Barriers who provide a range of services to people with disabilities including those with
psychosocial disability.

The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)
Life Without Barriers is excited about the NDIS and what this will mean for people with
disability, including those with psychosocial disability (formerly known as a mental health
diagnosis). We are registered to provide a range of services under the NDIS in each State
and Territory of Australia.
To see if you’re eligible for NDIS contact Life Without Barriers
https://www.lwb.org.au/contact-us-2/contact-us/
Address: Level 2, 1-7 Langhorne Street, Dandenong, 3175, Australia
Phone No: 03 8752 8500.
Services: Refugee and Asylum Seeker programs - Foster Care - Disability supportResidential Care
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Time management tips for reclaiming your work-life balance
so you can take back your life
Do you feel the need to take back your life – then click the link below
and check out these time lifesaving resources or contact the office
on 9706 8005 to obtain a copy of the full article.

ABC Life has all the tips to help you take control over a crucial aspect
of your life — your time.
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Key Notes

7.15 – 9.00 p.m. Monday, 18 NOVEMBER 2019 at, The View Room, Dandenong Club, 1579
Heatherton Rd, Dandenong, Corner Stud & Heatherton Roads Melways Ref: 90 G3

Member Christmas Party
Sunday December 01, 2019 at Gumbuya World
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May General Meeting Feedback

The May 2019 Member General Meeting was evaluated by 31 of 43 members
present providing positive feedback from the members as to the general
helpfulness of the meeting.
Some of the feedback included:

“Excellent chance for member contributions, thank you.”
“Very informative, straight to the point, very helpful and
appreciated.”
“How can excellence be quantified as a “poor”?”
“Congratulations good teamwork”
What is your overall rating of the meeting?
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What’s On
Dandenong

School Holiday Activities
Saturday 29 June - Sunday 14 July
There is so much to see and do in Greater Dandenong during the school holidays, with a
variety of free or low-cost workshops and programs offered at the Libraries, Heritage Hill
and Drum Theatre, and through Family and Youth Services.
Visit http://www.greaterdandenong.com/schoolholidays for more information
Home Grown Swap Day
Friday 28 June, 10.30am
Noble Park Community Centre, Ross Reserve, Memorial
Drive, Noble Park

Maroondah
The 65th Annual Ringwood Eisteddfod
Friday 31 May 2019 to 13 July 2019 9 30 pm. 32 Greenwood Avenue Ringwood 3134
9254 1000
The Ringwood Eisteddfod is now in its 65th year. Entries for all ages. New Sections this year!
Frankston

Reality Bites: Facing the challenges to access fresh, affordable food
Date: Tuesday 2 July 2019 - Saturday 13 July 2019
Venue: Cube 37, 37 Davey St Frankston 3199
Check out Cube 37 at Frankston Arts Centre for the Reality Bites photo exhibition
showcasing stories of people's access to affordable and nutritious food across Frankston.
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Active Minds
An active mind is a healthy mind.
Sudoku #523 (Easy)

Sudoku #524 (Easy)

Solution to last puzzle

Sudoku #463 (Easy)

Sudoku #464 (Easy)

Additional Sudoku puzzles as well as the solution to these two puzzles can be found
at the following web page: https://www.puzzles.ca/sudoku
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Contacts & Support

Maintenance
T: 03 9706 8005
F: 03 9706 8558
Email: jim@sehc.org.au

Tenancy
T: 03 9706 8005
F: 03 9706 8558
Email: joy@sehc.org.au

Management
Steven Morrissey, CEO
T: 03 9706 8005
F: 03 9706 8558
Email: steven@sehc.org.au

Disclaimer: Housing Futures is provided for information only. Although
every effort is made to ensure accuracy of information, it is presented
without warranty of any kind, either express or implied. The user
assumes the entire risk as to the use of the report and the material.
Privacy: SouthEast is committed to protecting your privacy and
complying with all applicable privacy laws. If you have any questions or
comments about our privacy practices, we can be contacted at PO Box
7141, Dandenong 3175, Phone: 03 9706 8005, Fax: 03 9706 8558
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